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Dear Young Authors, Educators, Parents, and Writing Advocates:  
 

Young Authors of Arizona (YAA), a non-profit of volunteer educators and other grade 7-12 writing advocates, is Arizona's 
only affiliate in the 91-year history of the Scholastic Writing Awards. YAA also hosts the Art Awards for Arizona, but this 
guide focuses on helping Arizona English teachers and others mentor grade 7-12 students to enter and enjoy the 
Scholastic Writing Awards, America’s longest-running, most prestigious recognition program and source of scholarships 
for young writers. Between now and December 17th, this year’s entry window, we’re here to help you.   
 

Each of the Awards’ categories—persuasion, personal narrative/memoir, humor, journalism, poetry, flash fiction, short 
stories, science fiction/fantasy, scriptwriting, portfolio writing, novel writing—gives grade 7-12 students creative options 
to meet Common Core Writing Standards while offering unique participation incentives for Arizona’s teachers, English 
departments, schools, districts, and writing clubs.  Starting this year, for example, Arizona’s teachers can offer your 
grade 7-12 writers the incentive to revise their works by competing to earn print space as a published author.  
 

Last spring YAA localized the The Alliance for Young Artists & Writers’ annual Best Teen Writing book concept, a 
collection of the nation’s best grade 7-12 writing. YAA did this by selecting from 2014 Gold Key and Silver Key Awards honorees works to create the first 
ever Best Of teen anthology in state history: Bloom: Best Arizona Teen Writing of 2014 (see page 14 for more details). As noted by Arizona Republic 
columnist E.J. Montini in his column “OMG – these Arizona kids can write,” the efforts of these 63 teens have earned them the distinction of “published 
authors.” For the 2014-2015 school year, teachers and teens statewide can use this annual, teachable, affordable book in classrooms and libraries: by our 
young authors, for Arizona. Those interested can purchase a Bloom copy on Amazon.com or order discounted class sets through Phoenix Book Company; 
if you order through Phoenix Book Company, follow the previous link and reference the following ISBN# in your order: 1490367187. 
 
YAA also welcomes Arizona’s most innovative English teachers, organizations, and others to share your talents by partnering with YAA (see page 4 and go 
to: yaarizona.polldaddy.com/s/yaainvolvement) and earning professional development credit as 2015 Awards judges (see page 10). 
 

Enjoy this guide and the following digital resources to help you participate in the 2015 Scholastic Writing Awards and with the YAA.  

 For Awards rules and updates, to YAA’s Awards affiliate web page at artandwriting.org/affiliate/AZ001W. 

 To register student Scholastic accounts, go to: www.artandwriting.org/ors/registration. 

 For writing tips, organization news, and more, go to YAArizona.org and subscribe to email updates. 

 This guide is available for download on YAArizona.org and our Scholastic writing page. Interested grade 7-12 authors and advocates of original, 
technically proficient, and uncensored authorship are welcome to view, share, and show this guide and other resources with Arizona’s grade 7-12 
students, teachers, teacher prep programs, journalism and creative writing clubs, its bookstores, libraries, community centers, and more.   

 

Thank You for being and encouraging Young Authors of Arizona, 
 

Young Authors of Arizona  

Above: 2012 Scholastic Writing Awards 
honorees pose. Between now and December 
17th, grade 7-12 Arizona students are eligible 
to enter the 2015 Scholastic Writing 
Awards.This guide was made to help you 
advance young authorship in Arizona. 

http://www.artandwriting.org/affiliate/AZ001W
http://www.artandwriting.org/the-awards/categories/#WritingCategories
http://www.artandwriting.org/the-awards/categories/#WritingCategories
http://d3kino9lsjew8j.cloudfront.net/wp-content/uploads/2012/10/BTW20121.pdf?2e60b4
http://www.amazon.com/Bloom-Best-Arizona-Writing-Volume/dp/1490367187
http://www.azcentral.com/story/ejmontini/2014/04/16/book-bloom-kid-writing/7566039/
http://www.azcentral.com/story/ejmontini/2014/04/16/book-bloom-kid-writing/7566039/
http://www.amazon.com/Bloom-Best-Arizona-Writing-Volume/dp/1490367187
http://www.phoenixbookcompany.com/QuoteRequest.html
http://yaarizona.polldaddy.com/s/yaainvolvement
http://www.artandwriting.org/affiliate/AZ001W
http://www.artandwriting.org/ors/registration
http://yaarizona.org/
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Since 1923 the Scholastic Art & Writing Awards have recognized our nation’s exceptional youth, providing an 
annual opportunity for grade 7-12 students to be noticed for their creative talents.   
 
Past participants include artists like Andy Warhol and Cy Twombly, writers Sylvia Plath, Truman Capote, Ned 
Vizzini, and Joyce Carol Oates, photographer Richard Avedon, actors Frances Farmer, Robert Redford, Alan Arkin, 
and John Lithgow, filmmaker Ken Burns, and many more.  Outside the arts, Awards’ alumni become leaders in 
fields like journalism, medicine, finance, government and civil affairs, law, science, toy design, etc. 
 
Students’ submissions are judged by luminaries in the visual and literary arts, some of whom have also been past 
award recipients, and many notable past jurors have lent their expertise, including Francine Prose, Paul Giamatti, 
Langston Hughes, Robert Frost, Judy Blume, Paula Poundstone, Billy Collins, David Sedaris, Roz Chast, and more.  
 
Today, grade 7-12 teens (from public, private, or home schools) can apply in 28 categories of art and writing to earn scholarships and have their works 
exhibited or published.  In the last five years, students submitted nearly 900,000 original works of art and writing. During that time over 60 arts institutes 
and colleges have sponsored the Awards to make $40 million in scholarships and aid available to regional and national Awards winners.  
 

The Alliance for Young Artists & Writers was founded in 1994, as a 501(c)(3) nonprofit, to present the Scholastic Art & Writing Awards and expand upon 
the Awards’ legacy of bringing exceptional artistic and literary talent of teens to a national audience. Today the Alliance works with 100-plus regional 
affiliate programs nationwide to bring The Awards to local communities and over 60 scholarship partners. 2012-13 marked the 90th Anniversary of 
The Scholastic Art & Writing Awards. See: 90 years of creativity. 
  

Core Alliance Values 
The Scholastic Art & Writing Awards, Alliance for Young Artists and Writers, and the Young Authors of Arizona (YAA) embrace the following core values. 
Scholarship: More than $250,000 is given annually through the Scholastic Awards program in awards and scholarships to top winners and their educators. 
In addition, more than $8 million in scholarships is set aside each year by our partners for recipients of the Awards. Seniors earning National Medals are 
eligible to receive scholarships through partnerships with esteemed colleges and universities.  
Recognition: Each year, affiliates and the Alliance provide positive recognition to young authors, including the national celebration ceremony annually 
held at New York City’s Carnegie Hall. Select 2015 YAA authors will be invited to attend the ceremony in May of 2015 (see page 14).  
Exhibition: The Alliance also holds ongoing exhibitions at the U.S. Department of Education and the President’s Committee on the Arts and the 
Humanities and in cities across the country via the ART.WRITE.NOW national touring exhibition. 
Publication: Selections from The Awards are published in the Best Teen Writing, which are distributed free of charge to schools and libraries nationwide.  

Eight 2014 YAA participants earned invites to 
last May’s national celebration ceremony at 
Carnegie Hall in New York City. Arizonan 
Haley Lee also earned publication in the 
national Best Teen Writing of 2014 book and 
earned a $10,000 scholarship through her 
senior portfolio submission. The 2015 Awards 
gives Arizona’s grade 7-12 students various 
scholarship, recognition, exhibition, and 
publication opportunities. 

http://www.artandwriting.org/the-awards/alumni/
http://www.artandwriting.org/the-awards/jurors/
http://www.artandwriting.org/alliance/partners-regionalprogram/
http://www.artandwriting.org/alliance/partners-regionalprogram/
http://www.artandwriting.org/alliance/partners-regionalprogram/
http://www.artandwriting.org/bold-ideas/
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Since 2012, YAA has facilitated the Scholastic Writing Awards in the state of Arizona. All entry fees go toward YAA’s 
affiliate fee with the Alliance for Young Artists and Writers, hosting our annual spring awards ceremony, and extending 
community outreach to Arizonans. Working pro-bono, we encourage young authors.  
   Thanks to individuals and sponsorship from the Arizona English Teachers Association (AETA), in 2012 YAA became 
Arizona’s first Scholastic Writing Awards affiliate in Awards’ history. Our inaugural year blazed the authorship trail with 
200-plus Scholastic Writing Awards entries from grade 7-12 students from Bullhead City to Phoenix to Tucson. 
   Scottsdale’s Coronado High School hosted the spring ceremony, where Valley poets Tomas Stanton and Myrlin 
Hepworth wowed the crowd. Five Arizona authors earned invites to Carnegie Hall in May, and 14-year old Haley Lee 
became Arizona’s first American Voices Medal winner. Haley’s poem, “They Are the Patriots,” earned publication in the 
national Best Teen Writing of 2012 book.  
   2013 saw entries increase: Arcadia High School in Phoenix hosted a spring ceremony that featured a Skype chat with author Jessica Brody. Six young authors 
earned invites to the national ceremony. Haley Lee repeated as our American Voices Medal winner, and two works earned publication in the national Best Teen 
Writing of 2013 book: Lee’s poem “Expanding” and 13-year old Gloria Martinez’s science fiction/fantasy story “Don’t Be Afraid of the Dark.”  
   2014, the year YAA grew into a non-profit, saw even more entries and needed a bigger venue for the spring ceremony: Mountain View High School in Mesa, 
highlighted by Hepworth, author Tom Leveen, and Arizona’s Poet Laureate Alberto Rios. At the national level, eight Arizona entries earned invitations to 
Carnegie Hall, and 14-year-old Nicole Dominiak earned the Arizona’s American Voices Medal for her short story “Gifts, Ghosts, and God.” Bloom: Best Arizona 
Teen Writing of 2014 was not only Arizona’s first best of teen anthology, it was America’s only Scholastic Awards best of anthology. Some key precedents and 
organizational growth have truly made 2014 a year of, well, “bloom” for YAA. 
 

 YAA emerging as a non-profit
YAA is a State of Arizona nonprofit organized exclusively for educational and charitable purposes, within the meaning of Section 501(c)(3) of the U.S. Internal 
Revenue Code. Without limiting ourselves, YAA is focused on growing responsibly and is now positioned to:  

a. Conceive, develop, implement, sponsor, and maintain progress in all aspects of language and media arts, which will advance the interests of and provide 
the incentive for the growth and appreciation by the public of language and media arts in Arizona and beyond. 

b. Undertake projects that will encourage and assist young authors and young-author advocates by helping them achieve standards of excellence and 
bringing these projects before the public. 

c. Strengthen scholarship, research, creative work, publication, exhibition, and performance in language and media arts throughout Arizona and beyond. 

Our state has over 1,600 middle schools and high schools. Started in May of 2014, YAA’s “Bloom!” outreach campaign seeks to involve more Arizonans 
with the 2015 Scholastic Art & Writing Awards as the scope and centerpiece for our growth. We welcome involvement from: 

1. Professional language and media arts leaders—teachers, librarians, sponsors, luminaries—to support and promote this book. 
2. Educators, parents, and volunteers to be outreach leaders in specific counties, districts, and professional communities. 
3. Students to enter the 2015 Scholastic Art & Writing Awards by December 17, 2014. 
4. Business and civic leaders, volunteer educators and parents, and other supporters to forge financial partnerships with YAA to create scholarships 

for Awards participants and to continue growing YAA. 
Interested in sharing your talents with the YAA? Fill out our survey at: http://yaarizona.polldaddy.com/s/yaainvolvement  

Founded by teachers, YAA is designed to give 
Arizona's ELA leaders an annual 1st semester 
writing enrichment competition and to empower 
you with leadership opportunities. To get 
involved with YAA, go to 
yaarizona.polldaddy.com/s/yaainvolvement. 

http://yaarizona.polldaddy.com/s/yaainvolvement
http://yaarizona.polldaddy.com/s/yaainvolvement
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The following section lists the writing categories available for young authors of Arizona to enter. All category submissions somehow fall under Arizona’s 
Common Core Language Arts Writing Standards. Works may be written in class or outside of school. In recent years, many Arizona English teachers have 
used the Scholastic Writing Awards as a strong incentive for students to revise a major first semester writing project.  

Personal Essay / Memoir 
Category Description: A self-revelatory work dealing with individual experience. 
Sample Compositions: narrative of a personally significant event, experience, ethical dilemma, community issue, etc.; memoir of a significant time period  
Special Instructions: 

 Grades 7–8: 500–3,000 words. 

 Grades 9–12: 750–3,000 words. 

 This category includes non-fiction work only. Fictional essays should be submitted in the Short Story or Flash Fiction categories. 

Persuasive Writing 
Category Description: Writing that makes an argument to support a particular point of view or position. The writer presents a clear stand or opinion, and then 
provides facts and data to support it. Sample category compositions: editorials, position papers, essays prepared for debate or speech. 
Sample Compositions: persuasive essay for English or AP class; school newspaper editorial; persuasive letter regarding a school, community, or social issue  
Special Instructions: 

 Grades 7–8: 400–2,000 words. 

 Grades 9–12: 500–3,000 words. 

 Sources must be cited either in footnote or works cited format. Footnotes or works cited are not considered part of the word count. 

Journalism 
Category Description: Writing that informs and educates about newsworthy topics or current events; intended for publication in newspapers, yearbooks, 
magazines or online media that are characterized by presentation of facts or description of events. Works don’t have to be published to be entered. 
Sample Compositions: school newspaper cover story or human interest feature, expository-informative composition, coverage of a major news event  
Special Instructions:  

 Grades 7–8: 400–2,000 words. 

 Grades 9–12: 500–3,000 words. 

 This category includes non-fiction only. Fictional essays should be submitted in the Short Story or Flash Fiction categories. 

 School newspaper editorials belong in the Persuasive Writing category. 

 Sources must be cited either in footnote or works cited format. Footnotes or works cited are not considered part of the word count. 

Humor 
Category Description: Writing that uses satire, parody or humorous anecdote.  
Sample Compositions: Stand-up comedy monologue; prose-based humor-based newspaper column; satire or parody in other category formats (e.g. flash fiction) 
Special Instructions: 

 600 – 3,000 words. 

 Work in any genre in which humor is the key element should be submitted in this category.  
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Poetry 
Category Description: Writing in verse submitted in a single poem or anthology (1, 2, 3, 4, or 5 poems).  
Sample Compositions:  Prose poetry; free verse; structured poetry; song lyrics; spoken word poem submitted in print  
Special Instructions: 

 Grades 7-8: 20–100 lines (total for the entire collection). 

 Grades 9–12: 30–200 lines (total for the entire collection). 

 Each submission consists of 1–5 poems to be considered as a collection. Each collection of 1–5 poems counts as one submission. Students may submit 
more than one collection, but must register each as a separate collection. Poems may have individual titles and the entire collection may have its own. 

Flash Fiction 
Category Description: A highly-focused fictional story characterized by its brevity; a short form of storytelling. 
Sample Compositions:  original story for English or AP Lit to demonstrate knowledge of literary elements; story for a creative writing club, class, or publication 
Special Instructions: 

 Maximum 1,300 words. 

 Please note word length for Flash Fiction compared to Short Story.  

 Stories in which humor or science fiction/fantasy are key elements should be submitted in those respective categories. 

Short Story 
Category Description: A fictional story written in prose. 
Sample Compositions:  original story for English or AP Lit to demonstrate knowledge of literary elements; story for a creative writing club, class, or publication 
Special Instructions: 

 1,300–3,000 words. 

 Please note word length limits for Flash Fiction compared to Short Story. 

 Short Stories in which humor or science fiction/fantasy are key elements should be submitted in those respective categories. 

Science Fiction / Fantasy 
Category Description: Writing that uses supernatural, magical, futuristic, scientific and technological themes as a key element of the plot. 
Sample Compositions:   
Special Instructions: 

 600–3,000 words. 

 Work in any genre in which science fiction/fantasy is the key element should be submitted in this category.  

 Do not base characters or plots (as done in fan fiction) on already published works (books, movies, comics, etc.). 

 May align to various genres (e.g. flash fiction, short story) in length and form 

Dramatic Script 
Category Description: Writing that uses dialogue, action and stage direction to tell a story, including scripts for television, film, or stage.  
Sample Compositions: developed script for school play; one-act play; original short film screenplay; full motion picture screenplay  
Special Instructions: 

 Maximum 30 pages. 

 Excerpts can be submitted. 
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Writing Portfolio (for graduating seniors only) 
Category Description: Portfolios must include 4-8 different works from various submission categories (outlined above) or from the same category. 
Novels may not be submitted as part of a Writing Portfolio. 
Special Instructions: 
The word count for each piece submitted in a writing portfolio should adhere to the length limits listed in each individual category. The maximum length 
for a writing portfolio is 24,000 words (not including the table of contents or writer’s statement). Please do a word count before submitting work. 

• The Writing Portfolio must include a writer’s statement. The statement should be 300-750 words and answer the following questions: 
Why did you select the work you submitted for your Writing Portfolio? 
How do you hope people will react when they read your work? 
What role does writing play in your life? 

• Students may submit individual pieces in their portfolios to be considered for individual awards. However, for a piece to be considered for an 
individual award, it must be separately registered in that category. 

• Seniors may resubmit writing works submitted in a previous Scholastic Awards competition as part of their Writing Portfolio, but should note the 
previous title and award. 

• Graduating Seniors are allowed one Writing Portfolio per student. 

Novel Writing 
Special Instructions: Submissions are judged in New York. The same deadline (December 23) applies for Novel Writing as for all other Writing categories. 

Include an outline (up to two pages) for the entire novel. The outline is meant to provide readers with a full understanding of the scope of your novel. It 
does not count toward the maximum page limit. The outline should include: 
• A plot overview summarizing your complete story. 
• A brief summary of each chapter (one or two sentences per chapter). 
• A brief character development summary for each of your main characters (one or two sentences per character). 
Submit an excerpt of up to 50 pages of your manuscript (not including outline). Please note the following. 
• Submissions must be uploaded online AND printed and mailed to the address below, along with the submission form. 
• Printed work must be double-spaced in 12-point font with one-inch margins (does not apply for work entered in the text editor online). 
• The title of the work should appear at the top of the first page only. Do not use a separate title page. 
• The student’s name and school must NOT appear anywhere on the manuscript itself. 
• Adaptations of or sequels to existing published series are not accepted. 
• Due to the large volume of submissions, we’re unable to give feedback on manuscripts. 

Special submission instructions for novels 
Submission forms for Novel Writing should be mailed directly to: 

Alliance for Young Artists & Writers 
Attn: Novel Writing Submission 
557 Broadway 
New York, NY 10012 

Novel winners will be notified in May 2015. Email info@artandwriting.org with entry questions. 

mailto:info@artandwriting.org?subject=Novel%20Writing
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This section is meant to help students, teachers, and parents submit your work for the 2015 Scholastic Writing Awards.  
 

Every Arizona student in grades 7 – 12 is eligible to submit to the Awards. Limits on student submissions, whether by school, student or teacher, 
are strongly discouraged. All submission guidelines may be found under Frequently Asked Questions on the artandwriting.org website. 
Further submission questions may be answered by e-mailing Jonna Wallis at: jwallis@susd.org. 

 
Instructions for all writing categories 
• Font: 12 pt. Times New Roman or Arial 
• Titles: Titles at the top of the first page only. Do not use a separate title page. Poems should be titled individually. 
• Do Not Use Real Names: Real names should not be used. Winning work is displayed publicly and the identities of real people must be protected. 
• No Name: The student’s name should NOT appear anywhere on the manuscript. 
• No Images: No illustrations, photographs or graphics. 
• Sources: Sources must be cited. Footnotes/works cited are not considered part of the word count. 
• Collaboration: Collaborative works are not allowed in any writing categories. 
 

 Submission deadline: December 17, 2014
If ready, authors are encouraged to submit entries as soon as possible. All 2015 Scholastic Writing Awards entries must be: 

 Uploaded online by 9:00 PM MST on Monday, December 17, 2013 (see “online upload” below) 

 Submission entry envelopes postmarked by December 17th (see “entry envelope” below) 

 Submissions uploaded and/or postmarked after December 17th will not be accepted.   
 

All students entering work in the 2015 Scholastic Writing Awards must first create your account and register through the Alliance’s Online Registration 
System (ORS), which they can now access at www.artandwriting.org/ors/registration. For teachers helping your class participate, you’re encouraged to 
create a teacher account, and then spend one class period this semester helping students register online. Between now and the December 17th deadline, 
students may upload their work through the Online Registration System (ORS). Students can upload works independently but may need help. 
 

After completing the online registration and upload, the student must: 
1. Print the submission form 
2. Obtain required signatures from a teacher and parent. Parent signatures are not required if the student is 18 years or older. Registration is not 

complete until the submission form has been signed and submission fees have been received by the YAA.  

http://www.artandwriting.org/faq
mailto:jwallis@susd.org
http://www.artandwriting.org/ors/registration
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 Young Authors of Arizona (YAA)All checks payable to:  
Each submission is $5 per work unless you qualify for a fee waiver (read "Fee Waiver" below). Individual submission fees: 

If entering more than one submission, write one check for all your submission fees.  
Example: If you enter one short story and one journalism piece, you're welcome to submit a $10 check instead of two $5 checks. 

Poetry submissions: Because this category requires you to submit 1-5 poems together in a collection, you only have to pay $5 per collection.  
Example: If your poetry collection has five poems, don't pay $25; you only need to pay $5. 

 $20 per portfolio submission. Senior Portfolio submission fees:
Fee Waiver 
Students who financially qualify under the Federal Free and Reduced Lunch program may have your 2015 Scholastic Writing Award entry fees 
waived. If applicable, you must include: 

 A typed letter with your submission form(s) stating that you qualify under the Federal Free and Reduced Lunch program to have your 1.
2015 Scholastic Writing entry fee(s) waived. The typed letter needs to be signed by a school administrator or counselor. 

Each young author should submit all of his or her entry material together in a single envelop. If you’re a teacher with numerous students entering, 
you’re welcome to submit all student entry envelopes in one bigger envelope or box. Some teachers have also collected entry money from 
students, and then submitted one check for all student entries.  
 

Each young author needs the following in his or her entry envelope:   

1. A printed submission form for each entry. Each form must be completely filled out and signed.  
2. One check for all of that young author's 2015 Scholastic Writing Awards entries. 

 

Mail entries to: 
2015 Scholastic Writing Awards 
Attn: Jonna Wallis  
8500 E. Jackrabbit Rd., Building B  
Scottsdale, AZ 85250  
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The following section gives students and teachers the 2015 Scholastic Writing Awards judging process and scoring criteria.  

Jurors will use the following criteria to evaluate all submissions:  

1.)  Judges will look for works that are original, fresh, inventive, and contain a strong concept of feeling at the core.  Originality:

2.)  Judges look for technical competence (see rubric on pages 11-12) as demonstrated through a mastery of language and the accurate Technical Skill:
employment of formatting conventions of a particular medium. In addition, judges will look for inventive style and will be sensitive to works that 
demonstrate the writer’s willingness to take risks and to experiment with content and form, when appropriate. 

3.) Judges will look for the emergence of the writer’s unique style, sensibility and perspective. Emergence of a Personal Voice: 

Freedom of Expression  

There are no restrictions on subject matter in The Scholastic Writing Awards. The YAA expects that some works by teenagers may be controversial in nature, 
grappling with identity, violence, politics, religion, sex, environment, human rights, etc. Judges must select work based on its successful execution, the subject 
matter being part of the originality and voice criteria.  

Plagiarism and copyright 

The Alliance’s plagiarism policy states:  
“All work must be executed by the student… By applying to The Scholastic Art & Writing Awards, each student undertakes (a) to present an original work that (i) has 
been created by her or himself and (ii) does not infringe upon the intellectual property rights of any other individual or entity and (b) if such student’s work incorporates 
material… not created by the student, to include an additional copy of any and all such source material in her or his application.”  

Students signing their  Scholastic Writing Awards submission forms agree to have read and fully understood all requirements for the program, including 
the authorship//originality policy sections. If a student violates the policy, the student’s Award(s) must be revoked and all designations must be removed 
from any publications or places where they are displayed or mentioned. The Alliance will also revoke authorization or consent to display or distribute the 
work or any mention of the award designations relating to the work.  
 

All works are judged by a select panel of volunteer English language arts experts, each knowing nothing about the author during the judging process. 
Judges include professors, current or retired teachers, writers, journalists, editors, members of community and youth writing groups, etc. 

 Volunteer as a judge and earn professional growth credit
Judging submissions promotes student academic growth and facilitates extracurricular writing participation. Accordingly, 2014 YAA volunteer judges earned 
district credit for professional development and you can earn the same in 2015; it’s notable that professional development credit policies vary by district.  

 
Each judge will: choose your preferred writing categories to judge, do all training and judging online, have 2-3 weeks in January of 2015 to judge entries, 
and get a professional development certificate for one hour (training) plus the number of hours you spend judging.   
 
To volunteer or ask general judging questions, fill out the YAA involvement survey or e-mail Kelly O'Rourke at korourke@susd.org. 

http://yaarizona.polldaddy.com/s/yaainvolvement
mailto:korourke11@q.com


11 
 

Juror experts will use a 1 – 10 point scoring rubric for each submission, scored in whole numbers. The rubric accounts for varying levels of achievement in 
the Awards’ three criteria: originality, technical skill, and personal voice.  
 
Score Technique Originality Personal Voice 

1 – 3: POOR IN GENERAL, WRITING THAT LACKS ORIGINALITY AND ORGANIZATION  
1   

 
 

Content is unoriginal and handled in a hackneyed 
way, is too complicated for the student to 
manage/develop fully, or too involved to be managed 
within the boundaries of the piece/genre.  

No evidence that the student is 
manipulating language to convey feeling, 
meaning, or tone  

 

2  Mechanical and usage errors  
 

 

missing.  

or do not help to evolve tone, setting, etc.  

Content is unoriginal, too complicated for the student 
to manage, or too involved to be managed within the 
boundaries of the piece.  

Little evidence that the student is 
manipulating language to convey feeling, 
meaning, or tone  

 

proficient  
response to a class 

assignment  

3   
 

 
there, but not much variation of sentence 

structure  
not fully developed. Critical information may be missing.  

irrelevant to the focus of the piece, or does not help to evolve 
tone, setting, etc.  

e student 
to manage, or too involved to be managed within the 
boundaries of the piece.  

manipulating language to convey feeling, 
meaning, or tone  

 

intended meaning, the piece lacks interest 
and seems flat.  

assignment  

4 – 5: FAIR WRITING REQUIRES HEAVY EDITING/REWORKING AND/OR CHANGE IN DIRECTION 
4  Language and mechanics are proficient.  

 
 

 

missing.  
formation that is 

irrelevant to the focus of the piece, or does not help to evolve 
tone, setting, etc.  

Idea is unoriginal, or original but too complicated for 
the student to manage within the boundaries of the 
piece.  

Little evidence that the student is 
manipulating language to convey feeling, 
meaning, or tone  

 

intended meaning, the piece lacks interest 
and seems flat.  

assignment  

5  Language and mechanics are proficient.  
 

eveloped. Critical information may be 
missing.  

the focus of the piece, or does not help to evolve tone, setting, etc.  

Idea is unoriginal, or original but too complicated for 
the student to manage within the boundaries of the 
piece.  

Student is beginning to experiment with 
language and tone  
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Score Technique Originality Personal Voice 

6 – 8: GOOD WRITING THAT MAY REQUIRE SOME EDITING OR REWORKING  
6   

Word choice seems deliberate, and in general works to convey the 
intended meaning.  

 
 

most critical details are included.  

Idea may be unoriginal, but the student is handling the 
subject matter in such a way that the piece and its topic 
become the student’s own. Or, the idea is original, but 
the student needs to focus it in order to develop it fully 
within the constraints of the style/genre she or he is 
using.  

Student is beginning to experiment with 
language and tone  

sense of the author or the author’s intention 
while reading the piece.  

7   
 

Word choice is deliberate and works well with the author’s content  
 

 

direction.  
uded.  

Idea may be unoriginal, but the student is handling the 
subject matter in such a way that the piece and its topic 
become the student’s own. Or, the idea is original, but 
the student needs to focus it down in order to develop it 
fully within the constraints of the style in which she or 
he is working.  

Student is beginning to take risks with 
language, tone, and style  

sense of the author or the author’s intention 
while reading the piece.  

8   
 

 

the piece.  
 

carefully and the piece is full of “spikes” to grab 
and hold the reader’s attention.  

subject matter in such a way that the piece and its topic 
become the students own. Or, the idea is original and 
seems well suited to the style and genre in which the 
student is writing.  

-taking—
of understanding the mechanics of language 
to the point that she or he can start playing 
with style and tone, manipulating the 
structure and wording of the piece to create 
feeling or meaning.  

9 – 10: EXCELLENT WRITING THAT REQUIRES LITTLE TO NO EDITING OR REWORKING. TRULY OUTSTANDING WORK.  
9   

 
 

Language and rhythm are consistent throughout the piece.  
 

student is clearly and deliberately taking the piece in a given 
direction.  

and hold the reader’s attention.  

The idea is original and handled deftly in a genre and 
style suited to the subject matter.  

are memorable.  
The student makes attempts, throughout 

the piece, to manipulate structure and 
wording to convey feeling or meaning.  

the author’s own—that she or he is 
developing an original “voice.”  

10   
 

 
 

 
in and behind the work are well developed  

of “spikes” to grab and hold the reader’s attention.  

style suited to the subject matter.  
 

student seems confident in her or his own 
voice/style.  

good writing to convey feeling and meaning 
throughout the piece.  
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Based on the Scholastic Writing Awards judging criteria and the above rubric, Arizona’s grade 7-12 Scholastic Writing participants may earn:  

 Honorable Mention—The YAA may recognize submissions that demonstrate creative potential and nearly earn “Silver Key” status. Student, 
teacher, and family will be invited to the 2015 YAA State Ceremony; author will be recognized with an Honorable Mention certificate and teacher 
will earn a mentor pin, and the “Honorable Mention” work will be invited for online publication on YAA’s Awards page gallery.  

 Silver Key—Writing demonstrates achievement worthy of YAA recognition. Student, teacher, and family will be invited to the 2015 YAA State 
Ceremony; author will be recognized with a Silver Key lapel pin and certificate, teacher will earn a mentor pin, and the “Silver Key” work will be 
invited for online publication through on YAA’s Awards page gallery and YAA websites. Select Silver Key works may earn invitation for publication 
in the 2015 Best Teen Writing of Arizona paperback book (see “Best of Arizona Teen Writing of 2015”).  

 Gold Key—Writing demonstrating the highest levels of achievement in technique, originality, and personal voice. Student, teacher, and family will 
be invited to the 2015 YAA State Ceremony; author will be recognized with a Gold Key lapel pin and certificate, teacher will earn a mentor pin, and 
the “Gold Key” work will be invited for online publication through the Alliance and YAA websites. Select Gold Key works may earn invitation for 
publication in the 2015 Best Teen Writing of Arizona paperback book (see “Best of Arizona Teen Writing of 2015”). Students are recognized with 
Gold Key lapel pins and certificates. YAA will forward Gold Key entries to New York City for National Adjudication and the author may earn an 
invitation to the National Scholastic Art and Writing Awards Ceremony in May of 2015 at Carnegie Hall in New York City. 

 American Voices Nominees—These works will be reviewed by a special YAA judging panel for the American Voices Award. Five Gold Key writing 
submissions will be nominated as “Best in State.” YAA will forward all five American Voices Nominee works for National Adjudication and authors 
may earn an invitation to the National Scholastic Art and Writing Awards Ceremony in May of 2015 at Carnegie Hall. 

 American Voices Award—Of the five American Voices nominees, one National American Voices Award recipient will be recognized as the “Best in 
State” for Arizona and earn an invitation to the National Scholastic Art and Writing Awards Ceremony in May of 2015 at Carnegie Hall.  

Invitation to April 11th YAA Scholastic Writing Awards 2015 State Ceremony  
The State Ceremony is one of the experiences that make receiving a Scholastic Award so meaningful for the students, 
their families, teachers and broader community. All Honorable Mention, Silver Key, and Gold Key authors will be 
notified by email and phone in February of 2015 and are encouraged to “save the date” for this year’s April 11th 
ceremony. To help plan or sponsor this year’s ceremony, go to: http://yaarizona.polldaddy.com/s/yaainvolvement   
 

Invitation to Scholastic Art and Writing Awards 2015 National Ceremony 
Each year the YAA’s American Voices Award winner will be invited to attend the National Ceremony at Carnegie Hall 
in May. In 2012 five YAA authors, in 2013 six authors, and in 2014 eight authors earned invites to New York.  
 

Invitation to earn space as a published author in YAA’s Best of Arizona Teen Writing of 2015 book 
Arizona’s 2015 Scholastic Writing Award American Voices nominees, Gold Key authors, and Silver Key authors may earn space in the Best of Arizona Teen 
Writing 2015 book. Read the next page for more details. 

Proud parents and son at the inaugural YAA 
Awards Ceremony. Teachers and families of 
Arizona’s Honorable Mention, Silver Key, and 
Gold Key authors will be invited to the State 
Ceremony in April of 2015. 

http://yaarizona.polldaddy.com/s/yaainvolvement
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The Alliance for Young Artists & Writers publishes an annual Best Teen Writing paperback book each year and YAA admires this 
annual, teachable, affordable, and youth-synthesized writing text from the nation’s most dynamic grade 7-12 authors. To advance 
Arizona language arts, YAA localized this concept through our own best of book. 
 
YAA’s Best Arizona Teen Writing of 2015 will be a paperback collection of Arizona’s most exceptional 2015 Scholastic Writing 

Awards submissions. Currently, YAA is the only affiliate in America to publish our own best of book.  
 

As covered in the Arizona Republic article “OMG – These Arizona kids can write,” YAA published the Bloom: Best Arizona 
Teen Writing of 2014 book, an anthology of 92 works by 63 of Arizona’s brightest grade 7-12 authors.   
  
The Best Arizona Teen Writing book gives grade 7-12 students the chance to earn space as published authors between now and 
December 17th. From Arizona’s 2015 Awards Gold Key and Silver Key entries, this year’s YAA judges will select dynamic works 
from each category in early February. All five American Voices nominees will be guaranteed publication in the book.  
 
Upon selection, the YAA will give each author three weeks in February to revise his or her honored work for publication. Each young 
author will: 

 Have a weekly phone conference with a professional publication mentor to give feedback on conventions and formatting, not content 

 Get a web page on YAArizona.org to discuss the work itself, recognize his or her writing mentor(s), and share resources and tips with readers 

 On a Saturday TBD next March, the fellow published young authors will meet each other in the Phoenix area and co-author the book’s back cover. The authors’ family 
members, mentor teachers, and authors will celebrate the authors’ accomplishments thereafter.  

 Get a free copy of the book at the annual YAA Awards Ceremony on April 11
th

  

 
The book will be created using Amazon’s “Create Space” application and available in paperback to purchase on Amazon.com and in participating Arizona 
bookstores. All proceeds from the book will serve as an annual fundraiser to pay our Alliance affiliate fee, fund our annual state ceremony, create scholarship 
opportunities for Arizona’s Scholastic Writing Awards participants, and grow YAA. No individuals will receive compensation from the book sales.  
 
With many of Arizona’s classrooms struggling for funding, the YAA will also create a .PDF Best Of book version: an affordable or free, annual, teachable, youth-
synthesized writing text from Arizona’s most dynamic grade 7-12 authors.   
 
In the spirit of positive recognition, each of YAA’s 2015 Scholastic Writing Awards Gold Key, Silver Key, and Honorable Mention submissions will be invited for 
digital publication on YAA’s Alliance affiliate page.   
 
Looking ahead, through the Awards we look forward to giving fellow Arizona teachers, parents, and teens to the chance to earn publication in this annual, 
accomplished, affordable, and teachable anthology. Now it’s up to you to enter the 2015 Awards! 
 
For questions or to help sponsor YAA’s Best Arizona Teen Writing of 2015 book, contact Executive Editor Billy Gerchick at youngauthorsofaz@gmail.com.   

Above: "Bloom," YAA’s 
Scholastic paperback 
anthology. 2015 Scholastic 
Writing Awards participants 
can earn space in YAA’s Best 
Arizona Teen Writing book. 

http://d3kino9lsjew8j.cloudfront.net/wp-content/uploads/2012/10/BTW20121.pdf?2e60b4
http://www.azcentral.com/story/ejmontini/2014/04/16/book-bloom-kid-writing/7566039/
http://www.amazon.com/Bloom-Best-Arizona-Writing-Volume/dp/1490367187
http://www.amazon.com/Bloom-Best-Arizona-Writing-Volume/dp/1490367187
http://www.artandwriting.org/affiliate/AZ001W
mailto:youngauthorsofaz@gmail.com

